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CONTENTS

The	Elegant	Lady
Acquisitions	of	Fine	Art	presents	a	very	special	exhibit	of	important	modern	prints	and	drawings	by	an	array	of	old

masters.	Taken	from	an	old	Chicago	collection,	collectors	will	find	several	extremely	rare	pieces	that	would	be	the	envy

of	any	museum.	

		

In	the	spirit	of	the	independent	woman,	"The	Elegant	Lady	Through	the	Ages”	is	a	show	of	portraits	for	the	modern

art	enthusiast.	Featured	on	the	cover	are	two	Andy	Warhol's,	both	rare	artist	proofs,	including	his	icon	print	of

Marilyn	Monroe.	There	is	a	Chagall	multi-media	print	of	a	single	edition	as	well	as	a	Renoir	etching	in	pink	with	a

similar	unique	status.	Two	museum	quality	items	include	a	large	Chinese	Ming	Dynasty	polychrome	gesso	sculpture

and	a	wonderful	ladies	Louis	XV	dressing	table	complete	interior	make-up	compartments.	It	is	signed	two	times	by	a

furniture	maker	that	worked	but	a	few	years	mostly	for	the	Royal	Court	at	Versailles.	

An	extremely	rare	Degas	trial	proof	and	a	unique	double	Chagall	collage	is	shown	alongside	the	largest	collection	of

famed	fashion	designer	Coco	Chanel,	made	when	she	was	an	art	student.	This	includes	the	outstanding	“Self	Portrait

with	a	Boa.”	

		

Local	collectors	will	be	charmed	by	the	working	trial	proof	by	Picasso	of	the	portrait	of	a	lady	that	was	used	for	the

large	Picasso	sculpture	in	downtown	Chicago.	Even	the	Art	Institute	of	Chicago	doesn't	own	an	impression.	

	There	are	art	masterpieces	for	every	budget	and	an	easy,	no	interest	payment	plan.	This	is	undoubtedly	the	art	event

of	the	season.

Each	item	will	come	with	a	formal	Certificate	of	Authenticity	from	the	Chicago	Appraisers	Association,	the	country's

oldest	appraisal	firm	with	over	50	years	serving	the	collector.	Acquisitions	of	Fine	Art	is	located	in	historical	downtown

Hinsdale	and	has	been	proudly	servicing	the	Chicago	land	area	for	over	8	years.	

Photographic	images	have	been	provided	by	Stephanie	Lenchard-Warren	and	Jessica	Berger.	
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Marc	Chagall

(Russian	1887-1985)	
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Original	mixed	media	by	Marc	Chagall	(Russian	1887-1985),	

“Lady	with	Bouquet	with	Man	and	Horse”,	

from	the	"Poems	Portfolio",	

1968,	

Cramer	editions,	

signed	two	times,	

catalog	no.	74,	

the	first	state	in	green	lithograph	of	just	the	man	and	horse	

and	instructions	to	the	printer.	

		

The	second	state	with	mixed	media	of	woodcut	background	lithograph	and	collage	of	the	lady

holding	flowers.	Both	on	the	arches	paper	background	and	mounted	together.	

		Extremely	rare	combination	of	both	states.	They	are	unique	and	the	very	prints	illustrated	in

the	catalog	Raisonne.	

		Provenance:	

Patrick	Cramer	

Editor	of	the	portfolio	

and	so	inscribed	to	him.	
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Coco	Chanel

(French	1883-1971)
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Original	pencil	drawing	by	Coco	Chanel	(French

1883-1971),	

"Elegant	Lady	with	Towel	Wrapped	Head",	

signed	bottom	left	with	estate	stamp	

and	government	inventory	stamp,	

one	of	the	largest	known	drawing	by	the	artist.
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Coco	Chanel	at	age	twenty-

three
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Original	pencil	drawing	by	Coco	Chanel	(French	1883-1971),	

"Portrait	of	a	Lady	with	Boa	(Self	Portrait)",	

	signed	bottom	right	and	annotated	

"Self	Portrait"	with	estate	stamp	and	government	inventory	stamp.	

		Three	photographs	confirm	it	is	a	self	portrait	with	similar	pert	nose,	intense	eyes,	

thin	eyebrows.	
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Original	pencil	drawing	by	Coco

Chanel	(French	1883-1971),	

"Lady	with	Floral	Dress",	

signed	bottom	right	with	estate	stamp	

and	government	collection	inventory

stamp,	

framed,	

one	of	the	largest	known	drawings	by

the	artist.

Original	pencil	drawing	by	Coco	Chanel

(French	1883-1971),	

"Lady	in	Floral	Blouse",	

signed	bottom	left	with	estate	stamp	and

government	inventory	stamp.
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Original	pencil	drawing	by	Coco

Chanel	(French	1883-1971),	

"Elegant	Lady	with	Long	Hair",	

signed	bottom	left	with	estate

stamp	and	government	inventory

stamp.

Original	pencil	drawing	by	Coco	Chanel

(French	1883-1971),	

"Elegant	Lady	with	Hat",	

signed	bottom	right	with	estate	stamp	

and	government	inventory	stamp.
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Vittorio	Matteo	Corcos	

(Italian	1859-1933)	
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Original	pastel	by	Vittorio	Matteo	Corcos	(Italian	1859-1933)	

“Portrait	of	an	Italian	Girl”	

circa	1885,	

signed.	

		

Rare	pastel	portrait	of	the	quality	many	people	believe	it	to	be	a	photograph.	

		The	artist	was	one	of	the	founding	members	of	the	Italian	Impressionist.	He,	like	the	French

Impressionist,	used	common	people	for	their	models.	One	can	see	the	sensitivity	in	this	portrait

of	a	poor	peasant	girl	that	makes	Italian	museums	feature	his	work.	

		

He	studied	in	Paris	with	Leon	Bonnat	and	was	represented	by	Goupil	and	Cie,	the	exclusive

dealer	of	the	Impressionists.	He	was	commissioned	by	various	leaders	and	heads	of	state

include	the	Italian	King.	His	portrait	of	Emperor	William	in	1904	and	the	German	Royal

Family	was	quite	the	sensation	and	resulted	in	numerous	other	royal	commissions	throughout

Europe.	The	Italian	National	Museum,	the	Uffizi	Gallery,	commissioned	a	self	portrait	of	the

artist	for	their	Vasari	Corridor.	This	is	considered	the	highest	honor	a	portrait	artist	can

achieve.	No	French	Impressionist	ever	received	this	great	honor.	
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Edgar	Degas

(French	1834-1917)	
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Original	gold	lithograph	by	Edgar	Degas	(French	1834-1917)	

“Nude	Dressing”,	

signed	in	pencil	by	the	artist	and	the	printer	Thornley,	

artist	proof	before	the	unnumbered	edition.	

		

The	trade	edition	was	in	black	ink	while	the	four	artists	proofs	were	in	the	gold	as

seen	here.	Only	the	artist	proofs	were	signed	in	pencil.	

		The	Thornley	prints	have	become	recently	quite	collectable.	Collectors	and

museums	eagerly	search	for	those	in	gold	ink.	Degas	was	the	only	Impressionist	that

experimented	with	it	for	their	finest	impressions.
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Erte	(Romain	de	Tirtoff)
French-Russian	(1892-1990)
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"Mystique"	

Serigraph.	Limited	Edition	221/260

"L'Amour"

Lithograph.	Edition	18/300

"La	Jalousie"

Lithograph.	Limited	Edition	13/300

"Pink	Lady."

	Lithograph	Limited	Edition	178/300	



	18	

René	Gruau
(Italian	1909-2004)
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"Tango"

Framed	Lithograph

Edition	219/300

"La	Rose	Rouge"

Lithograph

Edition	12/300



	20	

Paul	Helleu

(French	1859-1927)
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He	is	often	referred	to	as	the	forgotten	Impressionist.	While	all	the	famous	French	Impressionists

executed	portraits	of	common	women,	dancers	and	prostitutes,	Helleu	insisted	in	only	portraying

elegant	Parisian	ladies.	He	was	a	close	friend	of	Degas,	Sargent,	and	Renoir.	He	was	invited	to

exhibit	in	the	first	Impressionist	show,	but	as	his	work	was	hung	next	to	Gauguin's	"bare	breasted

savages"	as	Helleu	called	them,	he	pulled	out	of	the	show.	He	refused	to	exhibit	with	the	group	again.

In	later	years	he	regretted	this.			

Helleu	is	represented	in	numerous	modern	museums	and	has	had	over	four	books	written	on	his

works.	He	is	considered	the	most	talented	Impressionist	etchers.	As	the	prints	are	usually	dry	point,

the	editions	are	always	limited	to	below	four.	His	prints	are	the	largest	of	all	the	French

Impressionists	and	represent	an	outstanding	value.	

Original	etching	by	Paul	Helleu

(French	1859-1927),	

"Portrait	of	a	Pensive	Lady",	

	signed	in	pencil,	edition	of	3.
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Original	etching	by	Paul	Helleu

(French	1859-1927),	

"Portrait	of	a	Lady	with	Hat",	

signed	in	pencil,	

edition	of	5.	

Original	etching	by	Paul	Helleu

(French	1859-1927),	

"Portrait	of	a	Lady	with	Large	Hat",	

signed	in	pencil,	

edition	of	2.	
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Original	etching	by	Paul	Helleu	(French	1859-1927),	

"Four	Hands",	

signed	in	pencil,	

framed.	

		Portrait	of	the	artist's	granddaughter,	Ellen,	taking	piano	lessons	from	

her	grandmother.	An	extremely	rare	family	piece	from	the	artist's	family.	

The	French	National	Library	said	there	was	only	edition	of	three

impressions,	one	for	each	of	the	artist's	children.
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Alex	Katz

(American	1927)
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"Brisk	Day"	

1990	

Silkscreen	on	Somerset	paper	

Impression	#38	of	150	

Pencil	signed	and	numbered	in

lower	margin	

"Sissel"	

2006	

Aquatint	in	colors	

Impression	VIII/XX	

Sheet	Size:	20"	x	23"		

Pencil	signed	and	numbered	in

lower	margin	
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Gustav	Klimt

(Austrian	1862-1918)
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"Danaë"

Original	multi-color	collotype,

employing	16	unique	color

components	and	using	multiple

layers	of	metallic	inks,

including	gold	highlighting.

Printed	1908-1914	

Edition	of	300	

Signed	in	the	image,	lower

right	with	the	artist	designed

naming	key	signet	(intaglio-

printed	in	gold	ink)	in	lower

margin,	center.	

"Red	and	Black"

1914	

From	the	"Das	Werk	Gustav	Klimts"	portfolio

Plate	#14/50

Collotype	on	chine	colle	on	handmade	Japon

paper
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King	Louis	XVI	style

(French	1774–1793)
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French	1780	Louis	XVI	style	"Poudreuse"	dressing	table,	

elaborate	marquetry	inlays	and	fold	out	original	mirror	(usually	replaced),	

pull	out	work	station	with	original	black	leather	cover,	

the	drawers	have	the	original	18th	century	toile	fabric	(usually	missing),	

Kingwood	and	Tulipwood.	

		

Maker	-J.B.	Henry,	Paris.	

Signed	twice	on	the	rim	of	the	right	fold	out	panel.	

		

This	ladies	dressing	table	is	remarkable	in	that	it	can	be	precisely	dated	to	1780	as	the	maker

only	worked	one	year.	Also	it	has	the	original	fabric	compartments	that	always	have

disappeared	over	the	years.	

		

It	would	be	impossible	to	find	another	ladies	dressing	table	in	such	fine	condition	and	signed	by

a	noted	furniture	maker	that	supplied	pieces	to	the	Royal	Family	and	Versailles	palace.	

		

This	table	is	an	ideal	size	for	a	bedroom,	living	room	or	hall.	
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Henri	Matisse

(French	1869-1954)
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Original	color	lithograph	poster	after	Henri	Matisse,	

“L’	Art	Independant	(Nude)”,	

Paris,	1937,	

signed	&	inscribed,	artist	proof.

		Pre-war	posters	by	Matisse	are	extremely	rare.		This	print	is	the	presentation	proof	to	the

famed	printer	Mourlot	from	Matisse.	It	is	the	only	known	signed	example.	It	bears	a	rare,

self	portrait	pencil	drawing	next	to	the	signature.	
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The	Ming	Dynasty
(China	1368-1644)
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Original	monumental	wood	with	gesso	sculpture	late	Ming	Dynasty,	northern	Area

(Chonghen	Period	1627-1644)	

“Guanyin”,	

on	wood	base.	

		

The	use	of	gesso	beneath	the	color	and	over	the	wood	support	was	popular	in	the	Ming

Dynasty.	

		This	piece	is	extremely	rare	in	this	size	and	probably	from	a	major	religious	shrine.	

		Collectors	often	joke	about	having	an	authentic	piece	of	Ming	Dynasty	sculpture	but	here	is

one	quite	modestly	priced.	The	authenticity	has	been	confirmed	by	the	Art	Institute	of	Chicago.	

		It	is	illegal	to	export	sculpture	this	size	from	China	anymore.	Today	there	is	a	strong	market	in

the	United	States	of	Chinese	collectors	repurchasing	these	important	works	of	art.	

		

Guanyin,	the	mother	goddess	is	patron	of	love,	compassion,	mercy	and	kindness.	

		She	was	venerated	as	early	as	the	first	century	A.D.	She	is	indentified	by	her	white	robe,	the

symbol	of	purity,	a	necklace	of	royalty	and	a	water	jar,	one	of	the	eight	Buddhist	symbols	of

good	fortune.
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Michelangelo

(Italian	1475-1564)
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Original	bronze	by	Michelangelo	Buonarroti	(Italian	1475-1564)	

“Nudo	Femminile	(Standing	Female	Nude)”,	
circa	1533,	

signed	
from	the	posthumous	edition	of	8	plus	four	artist	proof.	

		

This	sculpture	comes	with	a	certificate	of	authenticity	from	the	Michelangelo	Home	Museum	(Casa	Buonarroti)
in	Florence.	

		
Of	all	of	Michelangelo’s	bozzettos,	this	is	one	of	the	most	documented	yet	has	the	least	known	information.	
		There	are	three	drawings	in	museums	that	are	studies	for	it.		Unfortunately,	the	terra	cotta	figure	is	not	a

model	for	any	known	finished	piece	of	sculpture.	

		
The	only	substantial	female	nudes	by	him	are	in	the	famed	Medici	tombs.		These	are	reclining,	while	this

sculpture	is	standing.		Michelangelo	was	a	specialist	in	male	nudes.		Female	nudes	by	him	are	extremely	rare.	
		The	plastic	handling	of	the	soft	clay	is	superb.		The	nude	slightly	turns	to	her	left	as	her	body	faces	forward.	

		
The	classic	Greek	design	of	an	active	and	passive	side	of	the	figure	is	maintained	as	it	slowly	changes	as	it

moves	up	the	figure.		This	is	Michelangelo	at	his	best,	when	he	carefully	preserves	the	“frozen	moment”	to	give
the	feeling	of	continuous	motion.	

		The	bozzetti	is	in	many	ways	superior	to	the	Medici	female	figures.		It	is	much	more	sensuous.		Rodin	was
tremendously	attracted	to	this	piece	and	used	it	for	inspiration	for	his	headless	and	armless	sensuous	figures.
After	almost	500	years,	this	sculpture	still	seems	very	modern	to	us.		Of	all	the	Michelangelo	bozzettos,	it	is	the

most	timeless.	
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Earl	Moran

(American	1893-1984)
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“Going	Fishing”

1947

Pastel	of	Norma	Jean	Dougherty

(Marilyn	Monroe)

Appraised	in	2018	for	$75,800		

Pinup	PosterPinup	Poster	detailed	close	up
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Pablo	Picasso
(Spanish	1881-1973)
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1966	Original	Color	Lithograoh	by	Picasso	(1881-1973)	Hand-Signed	(Rare)

Czwiklitzer	

“85	Graphic	Berggruen-Cranach	Woman”,	

Catolog	No.	228	

Edition	2000	

Printer	Mourlot	

The	most	sought	after	Picasso	because	of	the	use	of	the	famed	linocut,	“Cranach	Woman”,

(Bloch	859).	It	is	based	on	the	old	master	painting	by	Lucas	Cranach.		

43"	x	33"	framed
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Original	color	lithograph	by	Pablo	Picasso	(Spanish	1881-1973),	

“Sylvette”,	

signed	in	pencil,	

edition	of	5	impressions,	

a	trial	proof	from	the	Verve	portfolio,	

promotion	of	1954,	

catalog	Czwiklitzer	#81.	

		

Picasso	executed	40	paintings,	several	ceramics	and	metal	sculpture	over	a	three	month	period

of	19	year	old	Sylvette	David.	She	was	his	favorite	model	and	his	lover	in	1954.	

		

In	September	of	1954	Verve	magazine	wanted	Picasso	to	design	a	special	cover	for	them.	The

first	submission	was	a	double	profile	portrait	of	Sylvette	with	his	name	below.	The	magazine

made	extensive	alterations	of	this	design	and	added	their	name	instead	of	Picasso's	and	went

with	just	one	color.	They	then	again	altered	it	for	the	book	cover	that	was	subsequently	used.	
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Sylvette	David	in	the	studio	with
Picasso	in	1954.	Behind	them

are	two	of	his	portraits	of	her.	



	42	

Original	color	lithograph	after	a	linocut	Pablo	Picasso	(Spanish
1881-1973),	

“Young	Lady	with	Flowers	in	Her	Hair”,	
signed	in	pencil,	

1962,	
Bloch	#1087.	

		

		Some	historians	believe	this	has	become	a	portrait	of	the	artist's	wife,
others	think	he	later	changed	the	title	after	she	left	him	to	a	"Portrait	of	a
Man."	The	large	eyelashes	and	floral	wreath	in	the	hair	supports	a

female	interpretation.	
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Original	color	pochoir	print	after	a	linocut	by	Pablo	Picasso,	

“Head	of	a	Woman	(Jacqueline)”,	
signed	in	pencil	and	annotated,	

circa	1959.	

		

		In	1964,	the	famed	art	publisher	and	magazine	Verve	asked	Picasso	if	they
could	publish	miniature	linocuts	after	his	full	size	versions	that	were	taking	the

art	world	by	storm.	These	proofs	were	pulled	with	Picasso’s	approval.	He

signed	them	and	annotated	that	these	were	to	be	the	quality	control	prints	that
the	others	were	to	be	compared	against	(“Bon	a	tierre”).	

The	edition	was	never	realized	and	these	are	the	only	record	of	the	enterprise.	
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Pierre-Auguste	Renoir

(French	1841-1919)
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Original	etching	

“Baigneuse	Assise”,	

signed	in	pencil,	

1897,	

Delteil	#11.	

A	unique	artist	proof	in	pink.	Only	one	is	known	to	exist.	The	regular

edition	is	in	blue	and	black	and	has	the	stamped	signature	on	the

bottom.	

		This	impression	predates	all	others.	An	important	museum	piece.	
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Andy	Warhol

	(American	1928-1987)	
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"The	Silver	Madonna",	
signed	in	black	marker,	stamped	artist	proof,	
from	a	unique	portfolio	used	for	promotional

purposes,	
printed	on	Lenox	Museum	board	as	all

originals,	

catalogue	number	11-26-31.	Pg.	69.	
		

Signed	and	copyright	with	rubber	stamp	on	the
reverse	as	by	Factory	Additions,	Warhol's

publisher.	
		

From	a	unique	trial	proof	portfolio	after	the	1967
Factory	edition	of	250	to	promote	the	original	silk
screens,	with	complimentary	signatures	by	the
artist.		These	are	thought	to	be	produced	for	the

Rowan	Gallery	Exhibit	in	London,	March	8-28,
1968.	These	posters	were	printed	under	Warhol's

supervision.	

	"Marilyn	Monroe",	
	signed	in	black	marker,	stamped	artist	proof,	

from	a	unique	portfolio	used	for
promotional	purposes,	

printed	on	Lenox	Museum	board	as	all
originals,	

catalogue	number	11-22-31.	
		

Signed	and	copyright	with	rubber	stamp	on	the
reverse	as	by	Factory	Additions,	Warhol's

publisher.	
		

From	a	unique	trial	proof	portfolio	after	the
1967	Factory	edition	of	250	to	promote	the
original	silk	screens,	with	complimentary

signatures	by	the	artist.		These	are	thought	to	be

produced	for	the	Rowan	Gallery	Exhibit	in
London,	March	8-28,	1968.	These	posters	were

printed	under	Warhol's	supervision.	
		

This	iconic	print	was	based	on	a	publicity	photograph	by	Gene	Korman	in	the	1953	Film	"Niagara".		Warhol	was	the	only

artist	in	history	to	make	his	paintings	in	the	same	silkscreen	method	as	his	posters/prints.		The	line	between	paintings/

prints	and	publicity	posters	is	thus	vague.	The	definitive	catalog	of	Warhol	prints	mentions	these	and	considers	them

original.
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