
Matisse's career can be divided into several periods 
that changed stylistically, but his underlying aim 
always remained the same: to discover "the 
essential character of things" and to produce an art 
"of balance, purity, and serenity," as he himself put it. 
The changing studio environments seemed always 
to have had a significant effect on the style of his 
work.

In these first years of struggle Matisse set his 
revolutionary artistic agenda. He disregarded 
perspective, abolished shadows, repudiating the 
academic distinction between line and color. He was 
attempting to overturn a way of seeing evolved and 
accepted by the Western world for centuries by 
substituting a conscious subjectivity  in the place of 
the traditional illusion of objectivity .

Matisse hit his stride in the avant-garde art world in 
the first years of the new decade. He explored the 
modern art scene through frequent visits to galleries 
such as Durand-Ruel and Vollard, where he was 
exposed to work by Paul Cézanne, Paul Gauguin, 
and Vincent van Gogh.

Matisse’s first solo exhibition took place in 1904, without much success. In 16 May 1905 he 
arrived in the charming Catalan port of Collioure, in the south of France. He soon invited the 
painter André Derain (1880-1954), 11 years his junior, to join him. By 1905, Matisse was 
considered spearhead the Fauve movement in France, characterized by its spontaneity and 
roughness of execution as well as use of raw color straight from the palette to the canvas. 
Matisse combined pointillist color and Cézanne’s way of structuring pictorial space stroke by 
stroke to develop Fauvism - a way less of seeing the world than of feeling it with one’s eyes. 
When the Fauve summer drew to an end, Derain left Collioure with 30 paintings, 20 drawings and 
some 50 sketches, never to return, while Matisse departed  some days later bringing back to 
Paris 15 finished paintings, 40 aquarelles, over 100 drawings. He returned Collioure in the 
summers of 1906, 1907, 1911 and 1914. The lure of the sun would prove always to have powers 
of restoration to the artist throughout his life particularly after periods of great emotional exertion.
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